
Let’s start by taking a look at what has already
been posted to the project blog in case you
missed it. We also put some questions to
Education and Skills advisor Hazel Israel to see
how the pandemic has affected teaching, and
how we can make the most of these challenges.

Welcome
Kicking off a new Erasmus+ Project

Hello and welcome to the first Digital Firefly
project newsletter! Digital Firefly is an
ambitious Erasmus+ project aimed at exploring
how entrepreneurship educators have dealt
with challenges relating to the Covid-19
pandemic. Partners hail from Iceland, Belgium,
Greece, Spain, and Finland, but the project will
extend to many other European countries
through partnerships and networks. The project
team has been busy over the past few months
getting to grips with this new project, and we
are excited to share experiences and thoughts
on developing entrepreneurial competences in
the post-pandemic world.
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Tryggvi Thayer, Director of Academic
Development at Digital Firefly partner
University of Iceland, shared the innovative
courses that the University of Iceland created to
promote their students' entrepreneurial spirit.
Knowing that the negative consequences of
Covid-19 would impact university students'
summer employment opportunities they
created a programme together with the
Ministry of Education and MOOC provider EdX.
It made it possible for University instructors to
quickly develop courses that combined high-
quality MOOCs available on the EdX platform
with additional instruction and assessments.
One of the courses offered in the summer of
2021 was innovation in education. The course
aimed to increase students' knowledge about
innovation and innovation processes and
promote entrepreneurial skills and attitudes.
Head over to the blog to find out more.

Innovative course models focus
on innovation and
entrepreneurship in Iceland

Reflections after the pandemic:
entrepreneurial education
enriched under a new
panorama in Spain

Valnalón, a public company of the Government
of the Principality of Asturias, and Digital Firefly
partner,  reflects on entrepreneurial education
in the new panorama. The pandemic made
Valnalón rethink its teaching methods. Face-to-
face sessions were no longer possible, so a
virtual platform was designed and developed to
offer support to teachers throughout the
teaching-learning process. The immersion of
the new format was foreign at first, but now
teacher training has been enriched. Read the
full details about how entrepreneurial
education is unfolding in a new panorama on
the blog.

Embedding EntreComp in
Belgium

Entrepreneurship doesn't only apply to
professional life. Quite the opposite, it is a
competence for life. Bantani Education, one of
Digital Firefly's partners, discusses the
importance and impact that EntreComp, a
framework that focuses on entrepreneurship
through key competences, has in Belgium.
There are some exciting and interesting local
projects and companies worth mentioning.
Bantani has picked some of them which you can
read about on the blog.
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Hazel Israel is Education and Skills Advisor at
Digital Firefly partner Bantani Education,
which is based in Brussels however Hazel joins
the team from her Welsh home. If you didn’t
know, ‘bant a ni’ is Welsh for ‘away we go’.
Originally trained for primary education, Hazel
taught for over 20 years across Swansea, Wales
and has a passion for changing assessment and
supporting at risk learners. As a lead architect
of the Essential Skills and the Welsh
Baccalaureate qualifications, she has skills in
assessment, qualification and curriculum
design and development, stakeholder
engagement, change and project management.
We put some question to her to find out what
she thinks Digital Firefly can do for teachers
and learners. Here’s what she had to say:

and mortar classroom. The easy access to
diverse conferences, thought leaders and CPD
has been very stimulating. I also really value the
potential for creativity in multimodal delivery,
in addition to learners creating multimodal
evidence to present their learning, which is
richer, more engaging, more enjoyable and
more memorable.

For me the biggest drawback of online teaching
and learning is the screen fatigue. There is only
so long I can pay attention in this environment
and even though I can be present, productive
engagement and my ability to focus and retain
information wanes throughout the day. Whilst
online meetings and classes appear to offer the
benefits of meeting face to face, there are
definitely really valuable elements missing in
terms of interpersonal connection. As silly as it
sounds, I miss feeling the love in the classroom.
The biggest advantages of online learning are
the accessibility and flexibility. It has been
thrilling to very easily network, connect and
collaborate with people from all over the world.
The thrill of this never fades. For example, in
2021 I led one of the EntreCompEdu training
course, I had students from South East Asia, the
Middle East, South America, as well as Europe.
This would never have been possible in a bricks

What do you think is the main drawback,
and what is the main advantage of online
teaching and learning?

What has been your biggest take away
from pandemic age teaching?

We have to remember that we are all human. It
is easy to become overwhelmed by technology
and much of it is addictive and overuse has a
negative impact on our wellbeing. It is too easy
to spend too much time online and we need to
remember to have more time away from the
screen than on it as a primary imperative.

A chat with Hazel Israel

You have experience with learners who
are risk of exclusion for various reasons,
how do you think digital skills can help
these students?

Mobile phones have become like limbs to many
teenagers. The majority, if not all, of their
communication, and much of their social
activity, is mediated through these devices.
Nearly all teens use video sharing platforms like
Snapchat and TikTok. Educators cannot afford
to ignore the potential to embed some learning,
to harvest this engagement, attention and
motivation. Teenagers tend to have positive
attitudes to digital technology and feel
comfortable and confident in using it, so this is 
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The project team are currently working on IO1,
a research and policy report on entrepreneurial
learning during the Covid-19 pandemic and into
the New Normal,  we look forward to sharing
the results of this study with all those
interested.

The Digital Firefly partners weren’t able to meet
in person to kick off the project, due to obvious
reasons. However, we are looking forward to
what 2022 brings, and staying informed with
local and international guidelines in the hope of
meeting in person in Iceland, hosted by Project
Lead University of Iceland. We hope to meet
there! 
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If you want to be the first to hear all about what
the Digital Firefly project team is up to, we have
a number of ways to help you stay in touch:
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a great place to start to engage them with
learning. Educators need to become savvier in
the tech their learners are using. Learners at
risk of exclusion have tended not to benefit
from more traditional, text-based learning and
many have low levels of literacy and low
interest in reading. Digital devices, multimodal
presentations and expression of learning offer
attractive and contemporary alternatives to
writing essays and reports, potentially
enhancing expression and creativity. The world
is increasingly navigated through digital
technology and digital skills are essential for
self-efficacy in the 21st century, for both
lifelong learning and work. I think we have the
opportunity to harness the relevance and
inspiring innovations offered in the worlds of
gaming and open and collaborative learning, for
example. The immersive experiences offered by
VR and the personalisation offered by AI can
really support better engagement and
opportunities for learners to take increasing
control of their own learning, in terms of
choices and preferences.

There are so many resources available that the
problem is it is tricky to know which ones are
the best! We probably need some sort of
recommended resources top 40 list as voted for
by users. But an excellent place to start is the
EntreComp Community entrepreneurial
learning platform. The main purpose of this
platform is to connect educators and trainers
so that they can share, recommend, ask, inspire
and collaborate. The ETC Toolkit is another
excellent resource.
Thank you, Hazel, for taking the time to answer
our questions.

Where can teachers and students find
more resources to improve their digital
and entrepreneurial competences?
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